
BETHEL TOWNSHIP, DELAWARE COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING AGENDA 

November 18, 2025, 6:30PM 
PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONICS 

Public Comment will be accepted and addressed throughout the Meeting. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
a. Pledge of Allegiance 
b. Disclosure of Recording Device 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
a. Regular Meeting, October 14th, 2025. 

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
a. Public hearing on Ordinance No. 244 establishing a Volunteer Service Tax Credit Program. 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT - Peter Barsz 
a. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report, pay all bills, and release relevant escrows 

V. REPORTS 
a. Finance (CD) 
b. Taxes (CD) 
c. Public Safety: 

i. Police (SD) 
a. Motion to approve the purchase of a Tactical Cop Box from Intercon Truck 

Equipment in an amount not to exceed $3,274.78. 
ii. Bethel Hose Co #1 (MSD) 

a. Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 244 establishing a Volunteer Service Tax Credit 
Program. 

b. Motion to adopt Resolution 2025-35 – Establishing Criteria for the Volunteer 
Service Tax Credit. 

iii. EMS (GI) 
iv. Emergency Management (GI) 

d. Facilities and Maintenance: 
i. Highway (GI) 

ii. Buildings and Grounds (GI) 
e. Board Reports: 

i. Parks & Recreation (CD) 
ii. Zoning Hearing (SD) 

iii. Planning Commission (GI) 
a. Motion to approve Proclamation No. 2025-05 recognizing and honoring George 

Lincoln for his dedicated service and contributions to Bethel Township.  
iv. Sewer Authority (MSD) 

f. Education: 
i. Garnet Valley School Board (MJD) 

ii. Rachel Kohl Library (MJD) 



a. Motion to release the year-end Rachel Kohl Library true-up payment of 
$1,271.14. 

VI. Manager’s Report - William Addison  
VII. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 243 regulating open burning. 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Motion to authorize Environmental Management & Consulting to prepare a wetland 
delineation letter for the Shaffer Preserve in an amount not to exceed $750.00. 

b. Motion to authorize the submission of permit fees, not to exceed $1,650.00, for the NPDES and 
Highway Occupancy Permits for the Shaffer Preserve. 

c. Motion to approve a one-year service agreement with Advanced Electrical Services Group, Inc. 
for generator maintenance, at a cost not to exceed $695.00, subject to Solicitor review. 

d. Resolution 2025-36 – Authorization to Apply for the 2025 PECO Green Region Open Space 
Program Grant for the Shaffer Preserve Project. 

e. Motion to approve payment of $6,750.00 to MOR Brothers for completed curb repair and 
asphalt work at 7 Creekview. 

IX. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
i. The Board of Supervisors will convene a special meeting on Thursday, November 20, 2025, at 

6:30 PM in the Myers Building to receive a presentation from Chester Valley Engineers 
regarding the Shaffer Preserve. 

ii. On Monday, December 8, 2025, the Township will hold its Fall Yard Waste Collection. 
iii. At the December 9, 2025, Board of Supervisors meeting, the Board will receive a presentation 

on the proposed Pyle’s Walk Development, formerly known as 'Independence Town.' 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 

The next Board of Supervisor’s Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 9, 2025, at 6:30 PM. 
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BETHEL TOWNSHIP 
       DELAWARE COUNTY 

   1092 BETHEL ROAD 
 GARNET VALLEY, PA 19060 

  Phone: (610) 459-1529 
Board of Supervisors      Fax: (610) 459-2921 
Chuck Dennie, P.E., Chairman 
Stephanie DerOhannessian, MB, Vice-Chairwoman 
Giovanna Iacono, P.E., MBA www.betheltwp.com 
Michael J. Davey, Esq. 
Michael D’Agostino, Esq. 

The Regular Meeting of the BETHEL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS was 
held on Tuesday, October 14th, 2025, in the John L. Myers Building, 1092 Bethel Road, 
Garnet Valley, PA 19060. 

BETHEL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
October 14th, 2025 

PRESENT: Chuck Dennie, P.E., Chairman 
Stephanie DerOhannessian, MB, Vice-Chairwoman 
Giovanna Iacono, P.E., MBA, Supervisor 
Michael Davey, Esq., Supervisor- Zoom 

William Addison, Township Manager 
Peter Barsz, Treasurer 
Michael Maddren, Esq., Solicitor 
Ed Plasha, Tax Collector    

ABSENT: Matthew Houtmann, P.E., Engineer 
Michael D’Agostino, Esq., Supervisor 

OBSERVERS: Approximately 20 citizens were in attendance. 

The Regular October 14th, 2025, Board of Supervisors meeting convened at 6:30 
PM. 

Chairman Dennie welcomed residents and called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Chairman Dennie requested everyone to please 
silence all electronic equipment and announced the presence of a recording device for 
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the purpose of minute taking. The recording will be deleted once the minutes are 
approved at the following meeting. Chairman Dennie mentioned that the Township is 
livestreaming this meeting on its official YouTube channel. An executive session took 
place immediately prior to the meeting to discuss legal, real estate, and personnel 
matters. Chairman Dennie stated that there was an executive session held October 7th, 
2025, as well.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Motion to approve the minutes for the Regular Board of Supervisors’ Meeting held on 
September 9th, 2025. 
  

Motion: On a motion by Vice-Chair DerOhannessian, seconded by Supervisor 
Iacono and carried unanimously, the Board approved the regular meeting 
minutes of September 9th, 2025.  
 

REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER REPORT: 
 
Peter Barsz, the Township Treasurer, read the September 2025 Treasurers Report. 
Details by fund are included within the report, which is on record at the Township 
building and is available for public inspection.  
 
Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, pay bills and release all relevant escrows. 
 

Motion: On a motion by Chairman Dennie, seconded by Vice-Chair 
DerOhannessian and carried unanimously, the Board approved the September 
2025 Treasurer’s Report and payment of all bills as presented. 
 

FINANCE/AUDIT/TAXES: 
 
Authorization to advertise a Special Meeting for the presentation of the 2026 Preliminary 
Budget, scheduled for Monday, November 10, 2025, at 6:30 PM. 
 
Supervisor Davey stated that, for the purposes of transparency and public awareness, 
the meeting should be scheduled to take place prior to the 2025 municipal election, 
especially if there is consideration of raising taxes to address the deficit. 
 
Chairman Dennie stated that this timeframe is necessary for everyone’s input, and this 
is what was done in previous years.  
 

Motion: On a motion by Chairman Dennie, seconded by Supervisor Iacono, 
Supervisor Davey opposed, the Board authorized to advertise a Special Meeting 
for the presentation of the 2026 Preliminary Budget, scheduled for Monday, 
November 10, 2025, at 6:30 PM on a 3-1 vote.  
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Tax Collector Report: Chairman Dennie read the September 2025 Tax Collector’s 
Report. A copy of the full Tax Collector’s Report is available at the Township building for 
public inspection.   

PUBLIC SAFETY:  

Police Department: Chief McCarthy read the September 2025 Police Report. A full copy 
of the Police Report is available for public inspection at the Township building. 

Vice-Chair DerOhannessian asked Chief McCarthy if, in instances where a dog is loose, 
residents should contact 911. 

Chief McCarthy stated that residents should call 911 in both emergency and non-
emergency situations, and yes, they should call 911 to report a loose dog. 

Motion authorizing the acquisition of a new 2025 Chevy Tahoe for the police department 
pursuant to the COSTARS cooperative purchasing program and the upfit in an amount 
not to exceed $80,000.00 subject to the solicitor’s review. 

Chief McCarthy provided a summary of the Police Department fleet, noting that the 
vehicles are aging and most have significant wear and tear. 

Supervisor Iacono asked whether an older vehicle would be sold when acquiring a new 
one. 

Chief stated yes, they will be trading in an old car.  

Supervisor Davey stated that he was confused and asked whether a police car had 
been purchased in the past five years, noting that a new police vehicle is not needed 
every year. 
 
Chairman Dennie stated that if a police vehicle is purchased this year, the Police 
Department will not have the budget to acquire another vehicle next year. 
 

Motion: On a motion by Chairman Dennie, seconded by Supervisor Iacono, 
Supervisor Davey opposed, the Board authorized the acquisition of a new 2025 
Chevy Tahoe for the police department pursuant to the COSTARS cooperative 
purchasing program and the upfit in an amount not to exceed $80,000.00 subject 
to the solicitor’s review on a 3-1 vote. 

 
Supervisor Davey expressed his concerns regarding two Bethel Police Officers working 
at Chester Heights Community Day, noting that there is no contract in place and asking 
whether they would receive detail pay. 
 
Chief McCarthy stated that these two officers were in addition to the officers patrolling 
the Township and will check to see what rate they would be getting paid for that.  
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Resolution 2025-30 authorizing a budgetary transfer in the amount of $80,000.00 from 
account 410.130 – Payroll – Police Officers to account 410.500 – PD Vehicles and 
Capital Expenses. 
 

Motion: On a motion by Vice-Chair DerOhannessian, seconded by Supervisor 
Iacono, Supervisor Davey opposed, the Board authorized a budgetary transfer in 
the amount of $80,000.00 from account 410.130 – Payroll – Police Officers to 
account 410.500 – PD Vehicles and Capital Expenses on a 3-1 vote.  

 

Bethel Hose Co. #1:  Deputy Chief, Brett Small, read the September 2025 Fire Report. 
A copy of the full Fire Department Report is available at the Township building for public 
inspection. 

Emergency Medical Services: Supervisor Iacono read the September 2025 Emergency 
Medical Services Report. A copy of the full Emergency Medical Services Report is 
available at the Township building for public inspection. 

Emergency Management Coordinator: Supervisor Iacono read the September 2025 
Emergency Management Report. A copy of the full Emergency Management Report is 
available at the Township building for public inspection. 

FACILITIES AND MAINTENANCE: 

Highway Department: Supervisor Iacono read the September 2025 Highway Report. A 
copy of the full Highway Department Report is available at the Township building for 
public inspection. 

Building/Grounds: Supervisor Iacono read the September 2025 Highway Report. A copy 
of the full Building and Grounds Report is available at the Township building for public 
inspection. 

BOARDS: 

Parks and Recreation Board: Chairman Dennie read the September 2025 Parks and 
Rec Report.  A copy of the full Parks and Rec Report is available at the Township 
building for public inspection. 

Motion to authorize payment to Aerial Signs, in an amount not to exceed $4,300.00, for 
the replacement of the sign at Bethel Community Park, subject to Solicitor review. 

This motion was made in December of 2024. Therefore, no action was 
taken, so no motion is needed.  
 

Resolution 2025-31 reallocating expenses within the Parks & Recreation budgetary 
category. 
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Motion: On a motion by Chairman Dennie, seconded by Vice-Chair 
DerOhannessian and carried unanimously, the Board authorized reallocating 
expenses within the Parks and Recreation budgetary category.  

 
Zoning Hearing Board: Vice-Chair DerOhannessian read the September 2025 Zoning 
Hearing Board Report. A copy of the full Zoning Hearing Board Report is available at 
the Township building for public inspection. 

Planning Commission: The Planning Commission did not meet this month, so there is 
no report. Next meeting is held in November for the Daycare. 

Community Comment: 

James McDaniel, 1415 Zebley Road, expressed his concerns and frustration regarding 
the Township’s budget deficit, the number of residents who have not paid their taxes, 
and stated that the video produced for the Corn Boil was a waste of money. 

Sewer Authority: Vice-Chair DerOhannessian read the Sewer Authority Report. A copy 
of the full Sewer Authority Report is available at the Township building for public 
inspection.  

EDUCATION: 

Garnet Valley School District: Supervisor Davey read the Garnet Valley School District 
report. A copy of the full Garnet Valley School District Report is available at the 
Township building for public inspection. 

Rachel Kohl Library: Supervisor Davey read the Rachel Kohl Library report. A copy of 
the full Rachel Kohl Library Report is available at the Township building for public 
inspection.  
 
TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT:  

Dr. Addison read the September 2025 Manager’s Report. A copy of the full Manager’s 
Report is available at the Township building for public inspection. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Ordinance No. 243- Regulating open burning.  
 
Michael Maddren, Township Solicitor, provided a summary of the Ordinance. 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance No.243 Regulating Open Burning.  
 
Motion: A motion was made by Chairman Dennie and seconded by Vice-Chair 
DerOhannessian; however, after discussion among the Board and the public, it was 
decided that the Ordinance would be redrafted and readvertised and discussed at the 
November meeting. Following further discussion with Township Solicitor Michael 
Maddren, the Board agreed to rescind the previous motion. 
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Motion to rescind Motion to Approve Ordinance No. 243 – Regulating Open Burning 
 

Motion: On a motion by Chairman Dennie, seconded by Supervisor Iacono, the 
Board approved rescinding the previous motion. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Resolution 2025-32: Authorization to submit a Local Share Grant application and 
designate Township officials to execute all required grant documents for the Goodley 
Road Culvert Replacement Project. 
 

Motion: On a motion by Supervisor Iacono, seconded by Vice-Chair 
DerOhannessian and carried unanimously, the Board authorized to submit a 
Local Share Grant application and designate Township officials to execute all 
required grant documents for the Goodley Road Culvert Replacement Project. 

 
Community Comment: 
 
Donna Vance, 1612 Wendy Way, expressed her concerns regarding the funds set aside 
for road construction related to Shaffer Preserve, including how much has been spent 
and the anticipated future expenditures. 
 
Supervisor Iacono clarified that Goodley is a Township road, not a PennDOT road, and 
therefore the Township is responsible for its maintenance. She asked Ms. Vance if she 
was referring to funds specifically set aside for this project and noted that there is a 
general fund available for road repairs. Supervisor Iacono further stated that PennDOT 
confirmed that Bethel Road will not require modifications due to the Preserve, and that 
the Township is coordinating with the accounting team to compile the relevant financial 
information. 
 
Supervisor Davey inquired when PennDOT responded regarding the confirmation that 
no alterations to Bethel Road would be required, and whether this information was 
provided in a letter, during a meeting, or by other means. He also asked for the date of 
the meeting and who was in attendance. 
 
Supervisor Iacono stated that PennDOT provided this information verbally during a 
meeting. She noted that the meeting was held in September and included herself, our 
consultants Chester Valley Engineers and Matt Houtmann, and representatives from 
PennDOT. 
 
James McDaniel, 1415 Zebley Road, stated that he is confused by the process and 
asked whether the $49,000.00 maintenance charge for the Shaffer property was for this 
month alone or for the year. He also mentioned why we are moving forward without 
comments from North American Land Trust (NALT). 
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Chairman Dennie clarified that the amount represents that the Township expected to 
have spent $49,000.00 more than what has actually been spent, meaning that line item 
is currently $49,000.00 under budget. 
 
Supervisor Iacono stated that documents have been submitted to NALT, and the 
Township is awaiting their input, 
 
Resolution 2025-33: Authorization to submit a Local Share Grant application and 
designate Township officials to execute all required grant documents for the Shaffer 
Preserve Final Design and Construction Project. 
 

Motion: On a motion by Supervisor Iacono, seconded by Chairman Dennie, 
Supervisor Davey opposed, the Board authorized to submit a Local Share Grant 
application and designate Township officials to execute all required grant 
documents for the Shaffer Preserve Final Design and Construction Project on a 
3-1 vote.  

 
Resolution 2025-34: Authorization to submit a Local Share Grant application and 
designate Township officials to execute all required grant documents for the Sharon 
Stormwater Basin Retrofit Project. 
 

Motion: On a motion by Supervisor Iacono, seconded by Vice-Chair 
DerOhannessian and carried unanimously, the Board authorized to submit a 
Local Share Grant application and designate Township officials to execute all 
required grant documents for the Sharon Stormwater Basin Retrofit Project. 

 
Motion to authorize MOR Construction to perform curb repair work at 7 Creekview, at a 
cost not to exceed $6,750.00. 
 

Motion: On a motion by Vice-Chair DerOhannessian, seconded by Supervisor 
Iacono and carried unanimously, the Board authorized MOR Construction to 
perform curb repair work at 7 Creekview, at a cost not to exceed $6,750.00. 

 
Supervisor Davey asked for context regarding the motion, including whether it involved 
a claim from a resident and why the Township is responsible for the payment. 
 
Supervisor Iacono explained that the resident had concerns about the elevation of the 
curb and sidewalk (driveway apron), which would typically be addressed under the road 
program. Since there was no road program last year, the work was not completed.  She 
stated that the Township is completing the curb work portion in accordance with Matt’s 
letter. 
 
Motion to authorize payment to Innovative Construction Services, Inc. in the amount of 
$165,049.56 for the 2025 Bethel Township Road Program. 
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Motion: On a motion by Vice-Chair DerOhannessian, seconded by Chairman 
Dennie and carried unanimously, the Board authorized payment to Innovative 
Construction Services, Inc. in the amount of $165,049.56 for the 2025 Bethel 
Township Road Program. 

 
Motion to authorize an additional 40 hours of services from Marco Agostini, at a rate of 
$50.00 per hour, to provide assistance during the budget season. 
 

Motion: On a motion by Chairman Dennie, seconded by Supervisor Iacono and 
carried unanimously, the Board authorized an additional 40 hours of services 
from Marco Agostini, at a rate of $50.00 per hour, to provide assistance during 
the budget season. 
 

Authorization to advertise a Special Meeting, presented by Chester Valley Engineers, 
regarding the Shaffer Preserve, scheduled for Thursday, November 20, 2025, at 
6:30PM. 
 

Motion: On a motion by Chairman Dennie, seconded by Supervisor Iacono, with 
Supervisor Davey opposed, the Board authorized to advertise a Special Meeting, 
presented by Chester Valley Engineers, regarding the Shaffer Preserve, 
scheduled for Thursday, November 20, 2025, at 6:30PM on a 3-1 vote.  

 
Community Comment: 
 
Eileen Ming, 3225 Sarum Farm Lane, asked if this was the final opportunity to provide 
feedback on Shaffer Preserve. 
 
Chairman Dennie confirmed that it was, noting that the next step would be the 
submission of permits. 
 
Dianne Smith, 1602 Wendy Way, asked if the preliminary budget would be available 
online prior to the meeting and inquired what actions residents could take after 
reviewing the documents. She also expressed concerns regarding Shaffer Preserve and 
the plans and stated that she was surprised PennDOT does not require any alterations 
to the road. 
 
Supervisor Davey stated that this will not be available until after the meeting is held.  
 
Supervisor Iacono stated that residents are welcome to attend the November Board of 
Supervisors meeting to express their concerns regarding the budget. She also noted 
that Simone Collins are not civil engineers, which is why Chester Valley Engineers 
modified the plan and created an “all phase plan” with few significant changes. 
Construction cannot begin until all required permits have been obtained. 
 
James McDaniel, 1415 Zebley Road, asked when the deficit started. He stated that this 
will raise the taxes for the residents.  
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Erica Brignac, 1440 Naamans Creek Road, expressed her appreciation to the Board for 
their public service. She noted that, historically, budget meetings have typically been 
held during the second week of November. 
 
Motion to approve the release of funds for the Snacks with Santa event in the amount 
not to exceed $2,500.00. 
 

Motion: On a motion by Chairman Dennie, seconded by Vice-Chair 
DerOhannessian and carried unanimously, the Board approve the release of 
funds for the Snacks with Santa event in the amount not to exceed $2,500.00. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 
The Bethel Springs Elementary School HSA will be hosting a Trunk or Treat event for 
Bethel Springs students on Friday, October 17, 2025, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  
 
In observance of Veterans Day, the Board of Supervisors November meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, November 18, 2025, at 6:30 PM. 
 
Community Comment: 
 
Ed Deisher, 1108 Old Post Circle, expressed his concerns regarding the budget being 
presented after the election, noting that his primary concern was the size of the deficit. 
He emphasized the needs of Bethel Hose Co. 1, stating that the budget should provide 
support for necessary building repairs and updates to aging equipment and trucks. 
 
Brett Small, Deputy Chief, stated that the department does not purchase anything 
beyond or outside of its means. 
 
Supervisor Iacono stated that the department has a separate budget and holds a 
separate meeting that residents can attend and noted that the Township assists with the 
purchase of equipment. 
 
Joe Platt, 1109 Old Post Circle, stated that any discussions between PennDOT and the 
Township should be documented. He noted that the applicant is typically responsible for 
providing meeting minutes within seven days after the meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

On a motion by Chairman Dennie, seconded by Supervisor Iacono and carried 
unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 8:02 PM. 

The next Regular Board of Supervisors meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 
18th, 2025, at 6:30 PM. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 
________________________ 
Rebecca Crowley 
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BETHEL TOWNSHIP 
Delaware County, Pennsylvania 

 
Ordinance No. 243 

Open Burning 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF BETHEL TOWNSHIP, DELAWARE COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA PROHIBITING THE BURNING OF CERTAIN MATERIALS; 
ESTABLISHING EXCEPTIONS FOR OPEN BURNING; REQUIRING A PERMIT 
FOR AND REGULATING ANY BURNING PURSUANT TO SUCH 
EXCEPTIONS; EXCEPTING CERTAIN MINIMALLY IMPACTFUL 
RESIDENTIAL USES OF OPEN FLAME; REGULATING THE HANDLING OF 
ASH AND RUBBISH RESULTING FROM OPEN BURNING; ESTABLISHING 
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS; AND REPEALING ALL INCONSISTENCIES. 

1.  Prohibited acts.  

In accordance with Pennsylvania Act 101, as amended, and 25 Pa. Code § 129.14, it shall be 
unlawful for any person to openly burn any material, including the following, at any time in any 
area within the Township: household trash, books, magazines, newspapers, cardboard and/ or any items 
that are required to be recycled in Bethel Township under Pennsylvania Act 101, including yard 
waste, leaves and scrap lumber or any vegetation, plywood, drywall, plastic products, insulation 
materials, upholstered furniture, solid waste and/or construction waste as defined by the Pennsylvania 
Solid Waste Management Act and 25 Pa. Code § 271.1, garbage, dead animals, human and animal 
excrement, human and animal hair, rubber products, including tires, hydrocarbon products or flammable 
liquids, asphalt or tar shingles or roofing materials, bedding, foam rubber, nylon, rayon, cotton, wool, 
polyester or other synthetic material, insulation from copper or other wiring. 

 
2.  Exceptions. 

 
The prohibition of open burning shall be in effect except when the burning results from the following 

and is conducted in such a manner as to comply with 25 Pa. Code § 129.14: 

A. An open burning set to prevent or abate a fire hazard when approved by the Department of 
Environmental Protection regional office and set by or under the supervision of a public officer. 
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B. A fire set for the purpose of instructing personnel in firefighting, when approved by the Department 
of Environmental Protection regional office. 

C. A fire set for the prevention and control of disease or pests, when approved by the Department of 
Environmental Protection regional office. 

D. A fire set for the purpose of burning, clearing and grubbing waste; should Bethel Township become 
included in the inner zone of Southeast Pennsylvania air basin, or any other air basin defined in 25 
Pa. Code § 121.1, an air curtain destructor must be used and must be approved by the Department of 
Environmental Protection regional office. 

E. A fire set in conjunction with the production of agricultural commodities in their unmanufactured 
state on the premises of the farm operation. 

F. A fire fueled by charcoal or untreated wood set solely for cooking food except as set forth in Section 4 
below.   

G. A fire fueled by untreated wood set solely for recreational or ceremonial purposes. 

3.  Regulations and requirements. 

A. Any open burning as permitted in Section 2(A)-2(E) above shall be located at least 50 feet or more 
from any building, structure or combustible materials and at least 25 feet from any property line, 
public street or right-of-way. 

B. Any open burning as permitted in Section 2(A)-2(E) above shall require a permit from the 
Township. The Township is authorized to charge a fee for said permit in an amount established by 
resolution of the Board of Supervisors, as may be modified from time to time. However, no open 
burning is permitted on any day on which the National Weather Service (www.nws.noaa.gov) has 
issued a red flag warning for areas encompassing the Township. The Township Fire Marshal may 
suspend open burning at any time and from time to time when he determines, in his sole discretion 
any of the following conditions exist: 

(1) The National Weather Service has issued a red flag warning for any area of the Township. 

(2) Smoke, embers and/or ash emission cause damage to property or vegetation of adjacent 
properties. 

(3) Smoke, embers and/or ash emission are, or may be, offensive, objectionable or 
deleterious to human or animal health. 
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(4) In the opinion of the Township Fire Marshall dry conditions or drought warrant a ban on all 
open burning, and such ban is posted on the Township website, and shall automatically expire 
after 15 days unless otherwise repealed or renewed for another 15-day period in the opinion of 
the Township Fire Marshall. 

(5) The open burn is being conducted in such a manner as to be violative of or result in a violation 
of the provisions of 25 Pa. Code § 129.14 

C. All fires in open burning must be guarded or attended to by one or more responsible adult persons, 
being individuals 18 or over, at all times until such fire and open burning has been extinguished. 

D. Yard waste that is permitted to be burned on agricultural land must originate from the same parcel 
of land on which it is burned. 

E. Nonorganic or recyclable materials, or any other combustibles which may create large amounts of 
smoke, may not be openly burned. 

F. Any open burning as permitted in Section 2(A)-2(E) above shall be allowed only between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. No burning or smoldering shall occur outside the above time period, 
unless prior permission is requested of and expressly granted by the Township. 
 
4.  Outdoor fireplaces, cooking grills and patio stoves; chimineas; factory-built metal 

novelty stoves. 

A. Outdoor fireplaces, outdoor cooking grills, outdoor patio stoves, chimineas and factory-built metal 
novelty stoves shall be allowed upon private property within all zones of the Township solely for 
their intended purpose without a permit. 

B. No person shall use outdoor fireplaces, outdoor cooking grills, outdoor patio stoves, chimineas and 
factory-built metal novelty stoves for the burning of material as outlined in Section 1. 

C. Outdoor fireplaces, outdoor cooking grills, outdoor patio stoves, chimineas and factory-built metal 
novelty stoves may not be used indoors or in any enclosed areas that are not properly ventilated. 

5.  Indoor fireplaces; wood-burning and coal stoves; solid-fuel heaters. 

A. Fireplaces or wood-burning or coal stoves shall be allowed inside residential private property 
within all zones of the Township solely for the purpose of heating the dwelling unit without a 
permit. 
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B. Only seasoned firewood, coal or solid fuels recommended by the manufacturer may be burned in 
such fireplaces, wood-burning or coal stoves or solid-fuel heaters. 

C. No person may use such fireplaces, wood-burning or coal stoves or solid-fuel heaters for the burning 
of any material as outlined in Section 1. 

D. Such fireplaces, wood-burning or coal stoves or solid-fuel heaters shall not be used for such purpose 
when, in the judgment of a Township or fire official, a fire hazard is created by such use and operation 
and/or any danger is posed to the occupants therein or the neighboring buildings and/or occupants. 

E. If the smoke, ashes and/or smell emitting to the outside atmosphere from the chimney, stovepipe or 
flue are objectionable or offensive to the general public, the operation of such fireplace, wood-
burning or coal stove or solid-fuel heater shall be suspended by any Township or fire official. 
 
6.  Handling of ashes and rubbish. 

 
Ashes, smoldering coals, wood and embers or other material liable to spontaneously ignite shall not be 
deposited or allowed to remain within 10 feet of any combustible materials but shall be deposited in 
noncombustible containers. Rubbish of any kind shall not be allowed to accumulate. 
 
        7.  Compliance with state regulations. 
 
All open burning permitted under this Ordinance shall comply with the provisions of 25 Pa. Code § 
129.14, or any successor regulation governing open burning within the Township. 
 
        8.  Violations. 
 
Any person violating any provision of this Ordinance or failing to comply with any direction of the fire 
marshal issued pursuant hereto shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding $600 
for each offense, with each fire on a given day and each day constituting a separate offense.  Any 
burning in violation of this Ordinance shall be considered a public nuisance, and the Township shall 
have the power to abate such nuisance and charge the violator and/or the owner of the property upon 
which the violations occurs with the cost of abatement.  This Ordinance shall constitute a municipal air 
pollution ordinance for the purpose of Section 12(g) of the Pennsylvania Air Pollution Control Act and 
the enforcement provisions thereunder. 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
Chuck Dennie, PE Stephanie DerOhannessian, MB   Michael Davey, Esq.      Michael D’Agostino, Esq.  Giovanna Iacono, PE, MBA 
      CHAIRMAN                                VICE-CHAIR           SUPERVISOR              SUPERVISOR          SUPERVISOR 

  

  
  

        9.  Repealer. 
 
All ordinances, resolutions and parts of ordinances and resolutions inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed to the extent of such inconsistencies only. 

 
ENACTED and ORDAINED this 18th day of November 2025. 
 
       Bethel Township Board of Supervisors 
 
 
Attest:       ___________________________________ 
       Chuck Dennie 
       Chair 
_________________________________ 
William Addison 
Township Manager 

 




















